
KS1 SATs at St. Peter’s
A quick guide for parents



Aims

To explain the government’s and St 

Peter’s expectations in SATs.

To share the SAT’s procedures.

To know how to support your child. 



Frequently Asked Questions- FAQs

What are SATs?

When will the SATs be? 

What will the children have to do?

How will I know how my child has performed?



What are SATs?

 SATs  are a set of standardised tests which help teachers 

to form a judgement in line with the rest of the country 

about a child’s attainment and progress.

 In Key Stage 1 Children are assessed by the teacher, so 

testing is not everything, but feeds into the teacher 

judgement. 

 Teachers will use the Interim Framework to make a 

judgement about your child.



What are SATs? Key stage 1- Tests 

Overview

 This Year 2 will be the second group to be tested under the new 
curriculum. 

These tests consist of: 

 English reading Paper 1: combined reading prompt and answer 
booklet 

 English reading Paper 2: reading booklet and reading answer booklet 

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: spelling  

 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: questions 

 Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 

 Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 

 Phonics for those who have not passed in year 1

 Writing is assessed but not tested.



What are SATs? Key Stage 1- Writing

 There is no test for English writing.

 Your children will have produced a collection of writing from this 

academic year. They will have written across different genres, 

such as fiction and non-fiction. 

 We will need to look at a variety of writing in order to make a 

decision in about whether the children have met the expected 

standard as no one piece of work will include all the features. 



Examples of writing. 



When will the SATs be? 

 The SATs can take place at any point in May. 

 At St. Peter’s we will be starting them the week beginning 
Monday 15th May

 Phonics: Children who did not meet the expected standard 
in the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check will have to take 
this year’s test. This will happen during the week of 12th

June



What will the children have to do?

Reading

 Each paper will have a selection of unrelated texts of 
increasing difficulty. There will be a mixture of text genres. 

 Paper 1 consists of a combined reading prompt and answer 
booklet. It is expected that the test will take approximately 30 
minutes to complete but it is not strictly timed. The paper 
includes a list of useful words and some practice questions for 
teachers to use to introduce the contexts and question types to 
pupils. 

 Paper 2 consists of a reading answer booklet and a separate 
reading booklet. It is expected that the test will take 
approximately 40 minutes to complete but it is not strictly 
timed. There are no practice questions on this paper. 











Content domain reference Number of marks 

Percentage of total 

mark

Previously Used Assessment focuses 

1a draw on knowledge of 

vocabulary to understand 

texts

1–8       3–20% NOT PREVIOUSLY TESTED

Assessment Focus 5: Explain and comment on writers’ use of language, including grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level

 Comments on the effect of specific words and how they convey meaning e.g. ideas, characters, atmosphere

 Discusses language patterns and how they contribute to the meaning e.g. refrains, rhymes or repetition

1b identify / explain key 

aspects of fiction and  non-

fiction texts, such as 

characters, events, titles 

and information

16–32    40–80% Assessment Focus 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text

 Recalls the main ideas of a story or information text

 Identifies how characters behave e.g. repeated actions and words

 Connects words and illustrations e.g. what additional information does the illustration add?

 Says what they have found out by reading the book

 Retrieves relevant details from different paragraphs or sections of the text

Assessment Focus 4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text 

level

 Makes use of book conventions and organisational devices to focus their reading e.g. index, glossary

 Traces how ideas link and how a writer signals changes and connections

1c identify and explain the 

sequence of events in texts

0–3        0–8% Assessment Focus 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text

 Recalls the main ideas of a story or information text

 Identifies how characters behave e.g. repeated actions and words

 Connects words and illustrations e.g. what additional information does the illustration add?

 Says what they have found out by reading the book

 Retrieves relevant details from different paragraphs or sections of the text

1d make inferences from  

the text

4–14      10–35% Assessment Focus 3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

 Uses knowledge of a story so far to make predictions about what will happen next

 Connects information together to draw out implied meanings

 Distinguishes between more and less important items of information

 Uses clues from what characters do and say to explain their motives

Deduction is the ability to draw a logical conclusion from the information given.

Inference is the ability to go beyond the information given in the text based, on the reader’s personal experience, knowledge or opinion. 

N.B. Inference, deduction and interpretation skills are implicitly linked and cannot always be separated 

1e predict what might 

happen on the basis of what 

has been read so far

0–2         0–5% Assessment Focus 3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

 Uses knowledge of a story so far to make predictions about what will happen next

 Connects information together to draw out implied meanings

 Distinguishes between more and less important items of information

 Uses clues from what characters do and say to explain their motive



What will the children have to do? 

Maths

Arithmetic:

This test consists of a single test paper. 

 It is expected that the test will take 

approximately 20 minutes to complete (not 

strictly timed). 

 It is at the teacher’s discretion to choose when 

or if pupil(s) require a break during the test or 

whether, if appropriate, to stop the test early.

 No equipment is allowed during this test. 







What will the children have to do? 
Maths

Reasoning: 

 This test consists of a single test paper. 

 It is expected that the reasoning paper will take 
approximately 35 minutes to complete (not strictly 
timed). 

 It is at the teacher’s discretion to choose when or if 
pupil(s) require a break during the test or whether, if 
appropriate, to stop the test early. 

 The paper includes a practice question and 5 aural 
questions. 

 After the aural questions, the time for the remainder of 
the paper should be approximately 30 minutes. 

 Pupils are allowed a ruler in the test.







How will I know how my child has performed?

The Standards for End of Key Stage 1

Foundations for the expected standard

Working toward the expected standard

Working at the expected standard

Working at Greater Depth within the expected standard

The teacher assessment will be reported to you at the end of 

the school year.



What can I do to support my child?

 Early nights

 Healthy food and breakfast 

 Not too much pressure. 

 Reading every day and enjoying books – all types

 Go to the library

 Talk to your child

 Completing homework

 Play with your child


